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What are your fish goals for the pond?

• Do you want to catch

• Big fish 

• Lots of fish 

• A certain species

• How much effort and/or money 

• Supplemental feeding 

• Fertilizing 



Fish Stocking Permit

You need to apply for a 
permit IF:

Your pond has an inflowing 
or outflowing stream (your 
pond is not truly private)

1.Discuss options with your 

district biologist 

2.Complete application and 

return to biologist 

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-

Stocking/Stocking-Permits

3. Purchase and stock fish 

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-Stocking/Stocking-Permits
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-Stocking/Stocking-Permits


Desired Fish Species in Ponds

Optional Fish Species in Ponds



New Pond Stocking Rates

Fingerlings

Adults



Alternative Pond Stocking Rates



Stocking an Existing Pond

• Same permitting process for 

stocking as a new pond 

• Assess current fish population

• Catch/harvest log 

• Consult biologist for 

recommended stocking rates 

based on existing population

• WRC no longer makes site visits for 

private waters 



Harvesting Fish 

• Keep a harvest log 

• Spread harvest through 

the year 



Annual Recommended Harvest Rates 

Unfertilized: Under 70 lbs/acre
 Fertilized: Under 145 lbs/acre  

Unfertilized: 10-15 lbs/acre
 Fertilized: 25-30 lbs/acre
* Avoid harvest until 12-14 inches long   

Harvested at will because 
population is maintained by 

stockings



Balanced Pond

Manipulating Pond Balance | Mississippi State University Extension Service (msstate.edu)

Harvest Data
Population 

Condition 

Bluegill 6 inches and larger. 

Bass average 1-2 pounds, with 

some smaller and larger.

Balanced population. 

Bluegill average more than 1/3 

pound. 

Bass average less than 1 pound, in 

poor condition (skinny). 

Unbalanced – 

overcrowded bass. 

** may be desired to 

grow trophy bluegill

Bluegill only 3-5 inches long. 

Very few bass and those caught 

are more than 2 pounds. 

Unbalanced – 

overcrowded and 

stunted bluegill. 

** may be desired to 

grow trophy bass 

http://extension.msstate.edu/content/manipulating-pond-balance


Bass Crowded 

Management Actions: 

• Fish & harvest heavily for bass

• Winter drawdown  

• Feed sunfish 

• Fertilize 



Sunfish Crowded 

Management Actions: 

• Suspend bass harvest 

• Stock more bass 

• Feed sunfish 

• Fertilize 

    * most “kid friendly” 

    * trophy bass potential



Undesirable Fish Species in Ponds

Black Crappie White Crappie Flathead Catfish

Carp or suckers

Bullheads

Blue CatfishGreen Sunfish Warmouth Sunfish

White Perch

Reminder: It is ILLEGAL to stock 

public waters without a permit. 



Grass Carp

• NCSU Plant Identification Program 

 https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/plant-id/

• Grass Carp effectiveness depends on the plants

Carp - Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife

Preferred Hydrilla, chara, elodea, widgeongrass, bladderwort, fanwort, coontail, 

pondweed, and naiads

Not 

Preferred

Duckweed, Eurasian watermilfoil, parrotfeather, watermeal, eelgrass, 

smartweed, American lotus, yellow or fragrant waterlily, maidencane, 

dollarweed, alligatorweed, torpedograss, cattails, or some algae

https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/plant-id/
https://fw.ky.gov/Fish/Pages/Carp.aspx


Stocking Grass Carp
1. Complete specific application and 

submit to district biologist 

2. District biologist will evaluate your 

inflow/outflow & dam construction

3. If approved – purchase and stock 

Grass Carp

4. Optional: Submit receipt to simply 

notify Commission of stocking event 

(keep for your records)

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-

Stocking/Grass-Carp-Stocking-Permits

Carp - Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-Stocking/Grass-Carp-Stocking-Permits
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Fishing/Hatcheries-Stocking/Grass-Carp-Stocking-Permits
https://fw.ky.gov/Fish/Pages/Carp.aspx


Habitat Improvement

Cedar trees 

Cut & cable tree
PVC tree

Stake beds

PVC spool



Fish Kills 
Causes 
• # 1 cause: low dissolved oxygen 

• Algae/plant die offs 
• Stratification 
• Fertilizer runoff (crop fields and lawns) 

•  Less common:
 Spawning stress, pesticide, 

herbicide, or other chemicals 
 Diseases or pH issues 

• If an unnatural cause is suspected 
report fish kill to Department of 
Environmental Quality 

 Granville County = Raleigh Regional 
Office 919-791-4200

https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/contact/regional-
offices

https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/contact/regional-offices
https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/contact/regional-offices


Pond Management Guide
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/2019FishingDocume

nts/Pond-Management-Guide.pdf

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/2019FishingDocuments/Pond-Management-Guide.pdf
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/2019FishingDocuments/Pond-Management-Guide.pdf


Danci Guiot – Fish Biologist I 

danci.guiot@ncwildlife.org

336-290-0055

Seth Mycko – Fish Biologist II 

seth.mycko@ncwildlife.org

336-290-0053

Questions?

mailto:danci.guiot@ncwildlife.org
mailto:seth.mycko@ncwildlife.org
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